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Grace be to you, and peace from 


God our Father, ani from tac 
. -Lord jeſus Chriſt. 


Chriſtians, 
F Hen etce I hid reſold to 
make'this Dijconrſe public, 
I immediately concluded to 
dedicate it nntd you, looping that what 
you heard with ſo wnch ſalisfuFion, 
you woul:{ willizul; take Pains to rea, 
Hnd as [ can appoal to Almichty (pal. 
A 2 thas 


% 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


that T[ preac ved 7 tt with 0 other de- 


n0 other end inthe. ps ; 
this it was that chiefly movd me to it, 
it being a thing altoget, er contrary to 


my incliaation to appear 11 Print. The 


tut hs he rem aa are El dare 
i [ny ) lef F practiſed tan known and 
belicoed : jor it rannot enter anto my 
i/h2:t þts, that any perſon of reaſon 
thinks that he is wet always ſubje@ to 
Death : Scripture and Example do_ ſo 
far 'ly prowe it, nay a Heathen could ſay, 
r tier inform'd of the death of his Son,l 
knew TI begot onethat muſt dye. But 
yet notwithitanding, O how few are 
Preparing themfelues for this great 
(tance ! I hen we look abroad into the 
torld and ( fee Perſons living'in groſs 0 
feandalous ris 5, ſuch as are, breakite 
the Sabbath, Swearing, Car 6; ng, Lying, 
Drunkeneſs, Debauchery, Pride and Co- 
vetonneſs.and the like abominable tranſ- 
ereifrons, may we not conc lucdde that 
PI ſe think not of Death and Eternity, 
mw of giving an accolmnt to the great 
Cod, of all their provecations where- 
with 
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. with they offend him? The Swearer 


may be cut off whilſt the Oath is in 
his mouth, and whilft the . poor wretch 


is calling upon God to damn him, he 


way have what he calls for 5 God may 


| ſtop his breath, and throw him inme- 


diately into Helf.and ſo may all the reſt 
of ſtuners be takew away in the midſt 
of their ſins and tranſgreſſuons, even 
whileft they are committing them. Now 
what a ſad conſideration is it, that not- 
withſtanding our lives are thus. frail and 
uncertain, and ſubjedt to be. taken from 


mus every moment 3 yet ſinners. will not 


be perſmaded to repent and- turn to 
God, O my Friends ! if there be any 
ſuch among you, for Chriſt"s ſake let me 
prevail upon . you to forſake, your ſins, 
and ſeek for pardoning mercy : don't 
delay it any longer, you have 
heard how dangerous delays. are , Hell 
( as one ſays) is full of delayed purpo- 


\_ ſes +, you that ſay you will repent here- 
_ after, or to morrow, may be in Hell 


this night, in the midſt of everlaſting 
burnings, and then youwill be paſs mer- 


CY « 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
* Whereas if you improve your time 
well 10w,- you may make your peace with 


God; by diligence, your Calling and | 


Ele&ion may be made ſure : O then be 
wiſe #n time, to conſider the things that 


belong to your everlaſti Prog poor, oof before -| 
4 


it be tod\late; beſo re the Bridge of Merey 
be draws, es the Door of Axa 
ſhut ageinſt you. I obſerud (when I 


preachedl $6 you ) that tears did foll 


from many of your Eyes. O that 1 
could--ſuy that what was then ſpoken, 
reached your Hearts and Conſciences. 
O rhat: the Lord montd be pleaſed t» 
vbt Wwath the Word, what it might 
broome- effeFitel to your Covers on; O 
that w*t "night prake yau ont af love with 
for, avdl\ prevail «por you 'to live fo us 
dobe fit to dye, when you \come #0 dye; - 

{underſtand 1 have inourr'd the diſ- 
plenſurcof ſore for preaching to you, 
ard ww acronnied to be 4 perſon that 


entlexvonrs by wy bawling - ( as they .; 


are plenſcd'to $erm it ) to make Proſe- 
Iztes \Þo © '797y OM 0P1110N *. But 1 velut 


rot their ancer, ſo I may but be inftru- 
mental 


The Epiſile Dedicatory. 
wental to bring home poor (inners to 
Chriſt 5 indeed I deſire the ill will of 
none, but if I am hated for loving 
God, and the ſouls of ſinnexs, F fhall 
bear it patiently : Sure I am thet none 
that are Chriſtians indeed will be nty 
|. Adverſaries, though their Judgments 
may be differing from mine. Now tis 
kuown to many that I never endeavonr d 
either in my preaching, or converſe, 
to perſwade perſons to my own way, but 
to prevail 'upor them ( if I could ) ta: 
live holily,and to walk clojely with God) 
and as I have often declar'd, ſo do I 
now,that I love no Man the worſe for his 
differing from me in Opinion, ſo that I 
ſee him ts be one that lives inthe fear 0 
the Lord, as becometh a Chriſtian : for 
he (as one ſays) that ſuffers his diffe- 
rence with his Neighbour, about the 0- 
ther world, to carry hin: beyond the line 
of. moderation, in this, is the worſe 
for his Opinion, ewen though it be true: 
\ You are alſo my witneſſes in this wrat- 
ter, Did 1 fay any thing to you, by 
| way, of perſwaſion, to this or that Opini- 


0? 
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on? No, all that I deſig d,was to make 


you more ſenſible of the frailty of your 


lives, and to perſwade you to Repent, & 


become Holy.” But now the diſcourſe it 


ſelf will clear me from this aſperſton. 
If any Reader jſhonld objef againſt this, 


and ſay it may be it is not-publiſhed * 
as it was . preached, I anſwer ( if I 
may be believed, it is, and that exaitly, 


both as to. matter, and words, the errors 


of printing being excepted. I nowre- 


queſt one thing of you,” and that is this, 
that you.would lay aſide at! prejudice, 
and read this Diſcourſe ſeriouſly ;, lay 
theſe Truths up in your Hearts, and 
praGiſethem in your Lives, and then, I 
am ſure, 'it will be well with your Souls 


to Eternity. Live holily; and then 


when you come to dye, you will dye hap-' 


pily, and ſhall be admitted into Glory, 


where you will be for everwith the I oral: 


which God ( for Chriſt's ſake ) grant 


you may all enjoy. This 3s,” and always | 


ſhall be the hearty conſtant Prayer df 98 


Your Servant in the - * 


F 


2&3 \ Goſpel of Chriſt Jeſus, + | 
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Frailty and Uncertainty 
OF THE 


LIFE MAN. 


Ja MES1v. lat. part 14. ver. 


For what is your life ? it is even 4 
vapour that appearetb for a little 
time, and then vaniſheth away. 


* Ertainly if we that are here 
| at this time, were fully 
perlwaded, that a few mo- 

{ ments more might lodge us inEtern- 
|* ty,we ſhould ( if we had any regard 
* to. our Souls ) begin to do ſome- 


_ thing in order ro a preparation 
B tor 


The Frailty ahd Uncertainty 


for {0 great a Change; And 1n- 
ſtead of minding the concerns.of 
the World, ſhoutd mnptoy rhitt 
little time in endeavouring to 
make our peace with God, and 
to get -an aſlurance in Jeſus Chrilt. 
Know then, O Souls, that this 15s 
the meſſage my God hath ſent 
me to deliver, Go tell them that 
they are bordering upon Eterni- 
ty, and 'tis in vain for them to 
think of a Jong continuancehere, 
tor their lives are but hke to a Va- 
pour that appeareth fora httle 7; e; 
and then vamiſheth away : and if 
they dye 1n their Sins, nothmg 
can keepthem outof Hell, where 
they muſt be tormented. m the 
tlames of my Vengance for ever. 
The Apoſtle in the 13th verſe 
L cgins to reprove ſuch as under- 
take humane, or worldly actions 
with vain, peremptory, carnal con- 
t1dence, without dependance upon 
the Providence of God : Go to 
n0w, ye that ſay to Day or to 
NMomow 


of the Life of Man. 


Morrow we will go into ſuch a 
City, and continue there a Year, 
and Buy and Sell, and get gain : 
as if he had ſaid, You that pleaſe 
your ſelves in the vain thoughts, 
of thoſe carnal projects , and ſuc- 
ceſles which you brag, and boaſt 
ſo much of, conſider, that your 
time and lives are not your own, 


neither do you know what may ver. 14- 


come to paſs on the morrow 3 
by to morrow you may be on 
your death Beds, nay, by to mor- 
row you' may be 'in Hell, and 
then your deſigns are fpottd , 
and your purpoſes defeated : for 
for ts life that you ſo much 
depend - upon, is frail, and un- 
certain, *tis but like a Vapour, or 
Smoke, as the original word 'aruis 


ignites, which no ſooner appears, Talis res 


but it umnmedately vanifheth away 3 
ſuch a thing is the Life of Man. 


incerta; & mulie caſibus ſubdira. Vid, P6ol. in loc, 


The 
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The Doctrine that I ſhall di(- 
courſe of, from the words.ts this. 


po eſp 21[|_ 


oft. That mothing is more fading, nor 
more uncertain than the Life of 


Mam. 


In ſpeaking to this Dofrine I | 
ſhall only do theſe two things in 


| 
gencral ; 


: 


Firſt prove it, And 
Secondly apply it. 


Fo 
FA © ps A ei * 6% ys © A 
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I ſhall be but brief in proving | 
the Docrine, the Application be- | 
ing that which . I chiefly intend : 
therefore the reaſons that I ſhall 
give you will be only theſe two. 


The firſt may be drawn from 
thoſe things that the Scripture uſual- 
ly compares the Life of Man unto : 
ſomerimes we find it compared to % 
a ſhadow ; Pal. 109. 23. ſome-' 
times to Graſs and the Flowers 

| there- 
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of the Life of Mar. 


thereof, ,as in 1 Peter I. 24. 
that is no ſooner cut down, but 
it immediately fadcth, and wither- 
&th away.z: and to many other 
things is it hkened to In Scripture, 
all which denote the fadingneſs 
and uncertainty thereof; And here 
in my Text it is compared to_ a 


| Vapour, . that no ſoener appears, 


but _it.;, immediately _ Hlappears : 
and though. we are; in Health and 
Strength. at. preſent, and; haye all 
the ſymptoms of a long Lite, yet 
we may, be changed 1n, azmoment, 


| 11.. the twankling of 'ag;... YE.. O 


inner, when. thou lyeſt down. at 
night, thon art not ſure; of. being 
out of Hell till next morning : thc 
ye, worldlings, .that are following 
bard arcs World, and arepro- 
poling to, your {elves how to jn- 
creale your poſſeihons, remember 
you may, be ſnatched away in the 
highth of.your Þulineſs, and thrown 
into, everlaſting . burnings, _ into c- 
ternal torments, from whence all 
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The Frailty and Uncertainty 
your Goods, and Poſleſſions (if 


«S@*f'#; 


conſider thi body. ma TT ime 
turn'd, | 


mto diiſt, and rottenneſs, and their 
poor ſoils, puniſhed for their ſins, 
1n the 'exerrial flames 6f Got's'ven- 
geance. | O* all ye that forget God, 


k beſeech you ” oUideſ wh at. fad- 


ing, pe riſhing Creatures' you are,. | 


what ets lives you have, and. 
how ſdoh, how fag, ou Y 
be changed. 5 | 

Theſe cond Freatbn may be drawn. 
from the daily examples that we 
have of "the frailty anhd* uncertain- 
ty on our lives ; call to mind the 
fuddain "deaths of 'your' Relations, 


Acquaintance, and Friends of thoſe + 


that you haye ſeen, afig heard of | 


thar 


: 


.igf the Life of "Mar. 


that haye. been ſuddainly ſhatcicd 
WAY »; that+have been free from 
all Pain, and Sickneſs one day, and 
dead ; ghe next 3 nay, ſoige in a 
{ome in, tew minutes. ſpace have 
been. Janched into Eternity, vw hen 
as no ſymptoms of death have beei\ 
diſcerned. ; .: we may have, our 
breath, ſtopt. before ,we breath an- 
other, breath, or ſpeak another 
word: remember the many and 
ſaddain accidents” we' are ſubject 
untg,; as we-walk. by. the, way, 4 
Tile may. fall. fromthe Houſe top, 
and: end our days immedately : by 
a - fall, ve may be mortally. wound- 


= 05 2 ſecret enemy.may ſuddain; , ,, 
ly deſtroy. us: the diſeaſes too,that 15. 


do-attend our 5 Bodinh oped are 


"Fo # 


dainly, many times, make an, end 
of us 5 we know not but the ob- 
ſtrucions , and ſtoppages of the 
Lungs and Liver, an Apoplexy, 

\ B 4 - the 
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the killing tortures of the 'Stone, 
or ſome ſuch bitter diſteniper may 
immediately diſpatch us as they have 
done many before us: ahd *fur- 
ther, neither does our Yotith nor 


Beauty, our Health , nor Wealth, 


our Honour or ' Greatneſs exempt 
us from Death, which evidenceth 
thatall our lives are thus frail, and 
uncertain : we ſee daily that the 
young and the ſtrong, as well as 
rhe aged and infirm, ' the: noble as 
well as the mean, the Phyſiciaf as 
well as the Patient ſuddainly taken 
oft : and though this be that which 
we ſeem not'to believe, by the 
prattice of our lves ; yet we ſhall 
find that 'God's people ' did -own 
and beheve this Fraily. We find 
that Alrahaw im his perfe& health 
termeth bim{c!F but Duſt and Afhes : 


wr; 116, 2nd ccortainly (at was this confide- 


ration, that made the Pſalmiſt to 
fay, That his hte was always 11} his 
h and, 


T hus 
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of the Life of Man. 


Thus have I proved the Dodtrine, 
that there' is nothing more fading, 


| nor more uncertain than the Lite 


of Man * And that by Scripture, 
and Example. 


But ſome may object, we fee 


| ſome that live to old Age, to 60, 


70, 80. or 90. years, and why may 


| not we live as longas they have 
| done before us; weare altogether 


as hkely, ' being ftee* from: thoſe 
diſcaſes ' that "ufually” bring perſons 


to their Gives. 


4 anſiver, how prone are we to 
deceive” vir i{clves > God indeed is 


| able to preſerve you alive many 

| years: but! confi der, - does not daily 
| experience-- tezch you'that' where 
| 6nelivesto ſee'b0. or 70.0786. years, 


there are hundreds that never hve 
to'ſee 40. hor 20. nor- 10; and as 


*- for the likelinefs of your hving long, 
| ſure you have forgot, that Man in 


his beſt State,in his greateſt Strength, 
and 
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and. flouriſhing congition, 7 is afto- 
gether vanity, -Pſal. 39.:5. You are 
now as {uhje& to Death, as.if your 
Bodies were full of giſcaſes and di. | 
ſtempers, how may times. do 'we | 
ſee the weak and infirm to live, 
whil(t the: ſtrange. and. the healthy -| 
are ſnatched away.?. we; ſee; that of- | 
ten-verifged,, Job 21, 23. .one dieth 
in his tyll. ſtrength, being. wholly 
at eaſe and quiet : this. tharefore- « | 
but 2 pitifyl objection,! that which 
doesnotat.all leſſenahis.great truth, | 
That Man is a moſt fading.periſhing | 
creature, neither will any Man of | 
reaſon build. his. hopes of, a long 
life VP ſo, ſandy a. \fongation. , 


I now come to the Application : 
Is it fo that;maan's life is thus fading, 
and ſubject to vanifh-away.: then 
firſt this reproves thoſe. that think, | 
them{lyes ſecyre. 'Tis-to be feard 
that. many are-yet perſwading them- 
{lves, that; ;5hey ſhall live. long, and: 


cantimue many years,and driveaway 
( | Wn 


\ of the Life of Man. [1 


the thoughts of their latter end, that | 

though By ſcei perſons dye daily, l | 
& find themſelves fubjeCtto diſeaſes | | 
and datigers, yet think that death 
is far. from them * poor ſouls. what- 
privikedge do you think belongs 
to you' more than to others ? what 
renders you more fafe than'your 


SA WW LTET 


our lives” as welt as others are 
brit vapours : 'nay,; _ tel} you, 
Y eaft of dying, may 
be neareſt death, whey you fay, 
Peace ad ſafery,” then fuddain de: x The, 
ſtrudion cometh upon yoy. "Now 3: 
would you not accoynt* that man 
worthy. of Teproof, 'that hier. bro 
ten "Warned of an approaching 
danger, and direfted how to el- 
zo of : 2& B54 . + cape 


| 
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ſcape it, yet notwitſtanding ſhould 
willfully run himſelf into it? Ye 
fools and unwiſe, this is your,caſe, 
you have been often. warned of 
your latter end, and of the frailty 
of your lives, and preſſed to ſpeedy 
repentance, and turning unto. God; 
and. you have been told; of the 
danger of dying-in your: fins, and 
yet you go. AM and, are ſaying 
within your: ſelves, we. believe 
that repentance is neceflary to fal- 
vation, but. 'tis. time enough, to 
think., of that, many years hence. : 
we believe that God is pleaſed with 
ſuch as, in ſincerity walk. in his 
ways, thaf,, pray. in their., amilies, 
that keep: the Sabbaths, Far at- 
tend , upon. the means- gf Grace, 
that mind Heaven more: than the 


a World, and are, doing what, they 


Fe to. lay, up. for themſelves a 
e's fare. 10. ah for rather - than 
Barth. Þut, we. have. time , e- 
WY before ..us,.' we. may.. yet 

a great many years in plea- 

ſures, 


of the Life of Man. 


ſures, and gratifie our Luſts, and 
pleaſe our Senſes, and follow 
hard after the world 3 and then 
when we are old, begin to think 
of theſe things. O how many 
make ſuch Propofals, but now 
death comes, and gives you an 
arreſt, and tells you your days 
are ended, and you muſt away, 
what will you fay then : O Souls, 
will you reaſon with Death, O 
we are not yet prepared to dye, 
we have done nothing yet for 
our poor Souls, we are not yet 
reconciled to God, we have not 
made our peace with him, which 
we deſigned to have done, bur 
that you come long before we did 
expect you : O ſpare us a little 
longer. Go take the aged that are 
dropping into their Graves, and 
meddle not with us that have not 
yet lived out halfour days : tis 
in vain,Sirs, to parly with him, you 
you muſt remove into Eternity,and 
then we ſhall have you of _—_— 
mind, 


| 6 
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mind; then- you will wiſh, O that 
we had ſome of thoſe many Sab- 
baths, that. we have miſ-ſpent, and 
miſ-umproved ! O that, we might 
hear ſome of thoſe awakning Ser- 
mons thatwe have heard! O that 
we kad a few weeks of thoſe ma- 
ny years that we have ſpent in (tn 
now, that we might prepare our 
{ves for Death and Eternity !» then 
you will wiſh, O that-1nſtead of 
being angry atthe reproofof God's 
Miniſters, .concerning our ſecurity, 
we had taken them timely, and re- 
pented !. but then, O Souls, all 
theſc are but. vam waſhes, now no 
more -Sabbaths, no more Sermons, 
no more Timez O what a diſmal 
caſe are ſuch poor Souls 1n,how full 
of terrour, then they cry out; Mer- 
cy, mercy, Lord, tor dying Souls! 
O ſpare us a little longer, Lord, 
take us not away in the midſt of 
our (ins 3 O Lord, try us,thow ſhalt 
ſce how we will deſpiſe the world, 
and the vanities thereof, thou ſhalt 


ſee 


— — —— 
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ſee how we will improve our time, 
and uſe the means that thou haſt 
appointed for our Souls good. O 
we will no more be prayer-leſs 
Souls, nor regard-lefs of our Sal- 
vation : We will break no more 
Sabbaths; We wilt watch over our 
hearts, and ways, and order our 
converſation aright. But the time 
is come that- you muſt go hence, 
and therefore all theſe promiſes are 
made too late : then you will with 
that you had lhy'd in a dayly ex- 
petation of Death, then you will 
lament your former ſecurity, and 
unbeliet of the frailry of your lives: 
then you will think of thoſe offers 
ot Grace, and tenJers of Mercy, 
thar God in Chnit many times 
made to you, and you retuſcd to 
accept of them, and thus will you 
be hurried away, trom thele miſe- 
ries to greater, even into endlels 
and intolerable torinents, what 
think you of this now, ye ſecure 
Ones, that Promic to vour {clves 
a 
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along life. Believe me, this night 
for ought you know, before you 
lye down, God may fend this terri- 
ble meſſenger, Death, to com- 
mand you hence : and you that 
are Peony to your ſelves what 
you will 

may bc in Hell before to morrow. 
Let me prevail upon you to be- 
lieve your ſelves ſubject every mo- 
ment to be taken out of this world, 
that ſo you may be always pre- 
paring and making ready for E- 


ternity, that -when Death comes, | 


he may not ſurpriſe you, but that 
you may be ready and willing to 
depart hence, having made 
your peace with God, and being 


ſure of a faving intereſt in Jeſus 
Chriſt. 


21y.]t reprovesthoſe that are 1m- 
moderately ſeeking after the things 
of this world. O what labour and 
pains domany perſons take, to get 
a great decal of the things- of this 


+ Life, 


do many years hence, 
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Life, heaping Treaſure upon Treaſure, 
juſt as 1f they were not mortal Crea- 
tures, as if they were to continue 
here to Eternity, and when God calls 
upon them by Sickneſs, or by Con- 
ſcience, and by frequent warnings 
of their mortality, why, they are {ti]] 
buſe, either they are upon a Pur- 
chaſe, or have hired a Farm, they 
muſt traid and get gam, they muſt 
lay up whilſt young for old Age.and 
what tell ſach of praying, and hear- 
ing, and repentance, and obedience 
to God, alas! they have no timefor 
ſuch things;tell them of minding their 
Souls ſalvation, why they have other 


things to do, and inſtead of ſaying Mark #. 
what will it profit us if we gain the 35: 


whole world and loſe onr Souls, they 
are ſaying, what will it profit us1f we 
ſave our Souls and loſe the worl:} ? 
Bat now , Sirs, Death comes 1n the 
midft of this hurry an1 frors your 
'» breath, and ſpoyls your deſ1gns, and 
| then the poor creatures are undoneto 
Eternity, and made miſerable forever. 
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While they are reſolving to pulldown 


thew Barns ana build greater, God | | 
comes and tells thein, ye Fools, this 
ight your ſouls ſhall be required of you : * 
might your ſouls ſhall be required of you : 
then you and your beloved treaſures * 
muſt be parted, then you can buy no © 


more bargains, nor get no more un- ' 
juſt gain, nor oppreſs the Poor and | 
the Fathkerl: fs, but thall be tor ever 1 
torinented in the flames of Gods ven- | © 
geance. O then are not you wor- | E 
thy of reproof, that will wilfully | fl 


be the Authors of your own dam- p 
Nation, for the love of that which [* 
Mm 


at the beſt is no bctter than vanity? 
may you dye the next moment,and |} 
yet do you rcloive to take no care 


of your poor Souls? Alas ! what fools b 
are Cc, Stirs: What will your riches C 
p1 ofit you when you come to lye_ d 
upon adcath-bed, when your Bodies *! 
arc full of pain, and your Confci- pl 
EnCces eerrited for your [10s, and your Ci 
undoneliate? O no good atali.Fhave an 
read of a poor worldling, that lying '** 
on Its death-bed, calld tor his bags oy 


of 


? 
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| laid them to his breaſt, as near as 
he could to his heart, but after 
they had layn a while he gave 
them back again, ſaying, Here 
. take them again, take them again, 
theſe will not do, theſe will not do - 
Theſe will afford you no eaſe, nor 
comfort, and when you come into 
Eternity, what help do you think to 
find from your Riches? Becauſe you 
were rich inthe world, do you think 
that God will regard you ere the 
more? no, no, it he finds you in 
your ſins, if you have the whole 
. | world, you muſt to Hell. Let me 
beſeech: you to grow more moderate 
to the world, and having Food and 
| Raiment let us be therewith content; 
and 1f God give any overplus, em- 
ploy it in doing good to your fellow- 
(: "reatures,place not your affections on 
the world , but whue your hvcs are 
| continued think of your poor Souls. 
' And tho' you are now unwilling to 
e Have your following _ exceſlvely 
wl at- 
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of Gold, which when brought he 


Job.36.19 


i1T:m.5.8, 


The Frailty and Oncertainty 


after the world, yet remember, when 
you come to Hell, it will greatly ag- | 
gravate your torments, that you | 
have damn'd your precious and im- | | 
mortal Souls, for ſuch fading pert- | | 
ſhing vanities; that you ſhould mall | , 
and toll, and ſwear, and break your | , 
Peace, to make your ſelves eternally | | 
nnſ{crable: in a word, what a ſad con- | 
{1deration will it be teyou, that you 
have taken Pa1ns ro bring eternal 
Tudgmenr upon your ſclves! and me- 
thinks (as one-ſays) the name of |}, 
etcrial Judgment, ſhould awaken 
ev:ry unregenerate man out of his 
{-curity,and ſtir him up without fur- | , 
ther delay to abandon his' wicked , 
and ungodly courſe of Jife,and to ſet a 
upon the practice of all holy and p, 
religious dutics, and to Jabour there- ,, 
in, to get the work of regeneration ,,. 
wrought 1n his heart, that he may .,, 
become a new Creature. O there-,. 
fore when you are tempted to love jy; 
the world, and to ſpend all your |, 
time in minding nothing but earth, |p . 


ſay 


( 
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ſay to your ſelves, Why ſhou!'d we 
| bring upon our ſelves endleis Tor- 
ments, for thoſe Things that will laſt 
| but for a moment? Why ſhould we 
( for that which we muſt ſoon part 
with, ) part with God, and Chrilt, 
and Heaven, and Glory, and a blet- 

| ſedEternity ? 
34ly. It reproves thoſe that are en- 


| ' deavouring to perliade others of a 
long Lite, that 'canvot be contented 
- to ruine themſelves, but would tain 

bring others to deſtruction; and this 15 
© jvm 9099 the Subje& of Perſons 


Diſcourſes to the Sick, Come, I don't 
doubt but you'll recover, and hve 
» | many Years; don't difquiet your ſelt 
T | with the fad Thoughts of Death and 
d Etermty,; 'cwill hinder your Amend- 
-- mcnt., but be cheerful 3 and this Dit- 
MN courſe is uſually pleaſing, very few 
Yy cm enjure to hear of Death, and 
& account thoſe Perions troubleſome 
'C /Yifitors, that put them in nnd there 
ar fot: And probibly, this may be rac 


> Reaſon, why Perſons, whon they are 
ot £1 Sick. 
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Sick, never ſend for the Miniſter til 
they are fctching their laſt Breath; 
for they conclude, that if they come, | 
they will be ralking of nothing but 
another World, and perſwading them 
to prepare for Death, and Eternity  , 
and therefore they are for no ſuch 
Company, till they find they are juſt 
ready, as it were, to depart, and 
then the Miniſter 15s ſent for; but then 
'ti5 uſually too late, the Soul 15 going 
away 1n 1ts Sins, and 'tis eter nally un- 
done. Now, what beſotted Creature; 
are we, that will believe ſuch Flatte- . 
11cs, to 1magine that thoſe that muſt 
Die themſclves, can aflure us of Life: 
And in this reſpect, many Phyficians 
are much to blame, who make thei 
Patients believe that they are not 1! 
danger of Death, as it they coul: 
give Life at their Pleaſure, or as if wi 
were not periſhing Creatures 5 alas 
we are always 1n danger of Deati,, 
but certainly thoſe Perſons are greatly 
to blame, that neglect to prepare ft 


Death, ſo Jong as their Doctors giv 
ther 
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them hopes of Life; for how frequent- 
ly do thoſe It: under their Hands. 
that they have fed up with the vain 
alluranccs of a Recovery; and as one 
ſays, in ſuch a Caſe, the miſtaken 
Phylician will find it much eaficr to 
lave his Credit, than the poor Sinner 
to ſave his Soul. And now let me 
ſpeak a Word, or two, to a Per- 
ſons, that make it thcir Practice thus 
to deccive others 3 confiler, vv to 2 
dreadful Account you have to give of 
this abominable Practice, at the Bar 
of the great God ; know then, that 
theſe poor Creatures that you have 
perſivaded to neglett to prepare for 
Death, and vere taken away in their 
Sins, Will loudly witneſs againſt you, 
as ouilty of the Blood of their preci- 
ons Souls; for when God {hall call 
them forth, and ſay, Why did nor 
you improve the lon o warning I gave 
you of your end, by en: deav ouring 
to get the Pardon of your Sins, 10 ma- 
king yonr Peace with GoJ, and mn 
laboring for a ſaving Interc{t 1:1 Je- 
C6 {11s 
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{us Chriſt 3 you cannot ſay you were 
hurried out of the World, that your 
firſt Meſſenger was Death 3 but you 
had many Months of Sickneſs, as a 
warning of your end.8& yet,now I find 
you among the Goats ; what Plea can 
you make tor your ſelves? Then will 
theſe poor Souls anſwer to this effect, 

Lord, we 'did indeed many times 
think of our Sins, and did ,take up 
Reſolutions to Repent, and to ſeek 
tor Pardon and Mercy ; but there 
{tands that Enemy of our Souls, that 
fa always diſcouraging us, that was 
always per{wading us that we ſhould 
Recover, and would not ſuffer us to 
ipeak of our end; fo that 'Lord, 
that very Perſon was the Inſtrument, 
in the hand of Satan, that rum'd our 
Souls. And tho this Plea will not be 
ſufficient to ſave theſe Souls from Hell, 
becauſe they heark<necd to theſe De- 
lufions, rathen than to the Word of 
God, yet 1twill be a great Aggrava- 
tion of your-Torments. Take then 
this timely Reproof, and Repent ot 
| | this 
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this- your Sin, before it be too late, 

and inftead of perſwading others of 

a long Life, prepare daily for Death 

your ſelves, and preſs others to do the 

lame, that you may have the Blood 

of no poor Soul to be charged on you 

at the day of Judgment. 
| 2aly. Is 1t fo, that our Lives are 
thus fading and uncertain ? Then the 

Second xſe may be a xſe of Inſtructi- 

on. And Firſt, 1t thould teach us to 

become Humble. We ſhould re- 

member that we are but Duſt and 

Aſhes, and therefore ſhould nor have 

high and lofty Thoughts of our ſelves; 

it ſhould teach us too not to pamper 

our Fleſh, making Gods of our Bel- phil. 3.19 

lies, and oloryi ing 1n our Shame, fee- | 

ing veknow not but that this Carcaſe 

which we feed exceltively to Day, 

may be Meat for Worms to Morrow : 

ncither let us be exce{hve 1n our At- 

tire, nor proud of our outward 
& Beauty; tor why ſhould we be 
Proud of that, which, at the belt, 
'» but refind Clav, and cemented 
Aſhes * 
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Aſhes ? But, I fear, few will hearken 
to this Inſtruction - O the Pride, the 
abominable Pride that abounds a- 
mongſt us! What exceſlive coſt is be- 
{tow'd upon a poor, frul Body, a 
lump of Earth, that in a little time 
will become a ſtinking Carcaſe 2 O 
the many precious Hours that are ſpent 
between the Comb and the Glaſs ! 
that might, and ought to be ſpent in 
Prayer, and Mourning for Sin, and 
preparing for Eternity ! Surely, ſuch 
Perſons as theſe never think of dy- 

ing, nor conſider ſcrioully of their 
Mortality 5 if they did, certainly, if 
' their Confciences were not ſeared, as 
with a hot Iron, they would be bum- 
bled. What would you think of that 
Perſon, that had an Halter about his 
Neck, and was juſt a going to be 
turn'd off from the Ladder, that 
ſhould call tor hne Apparel, tor Wine, 
and delicious Meats, when there was 
but a few moments between him and 
Death 2 Would you not think him 
Mad, an.] out of his Senſes! O ye 


proud 
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proud Qnes, this is your Caſe; you 
are juſt lanching into Eternity, juſt 
dropping into Hell, and yer you are 
priding your ſelves in Vanity, and 
admiring your own Impertections, 
gratifying, of your Luſts, and pleaſing 
your Senſes, and wailing your Preci- 
ous time, when as yet you are 1 
the Gall of Bitterneſs, and in the 
Ponds of Iniquity : O conſider theſe 
things, and be wiſe, Repent, before 
you are paſt Repentance, and lie low 
at the Foot-ſtool- of God's Mercy, 
and beg tor the pardon of your Sins: 
O, How can you be at Peace, while 
God 1s your Enemy, and your poor 
Souls 1n an undone State and Condi» 
tion  O how can you walk proudly, 
and take any Delight in your ſclves, 
that know not, but in a few Moments 
more vou may be m the midſt of e- 
verlaſting Burnings 2 O, inſtead of 
adoring your Bodies, and feeding 
your Fleſh, endeavour to get your 
Souls adorned with Grace, which 
will become you much better, than 
your 
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your moſt gay, and coſtly Garment®? 
and to be fed with the Bread of Life; 
and in{tead of having proud and lot- 
ty Thoughts of your ſelves, learn to 
be humble; conſider what an excel- 
lent Grace Humility 1s, how much it 
renders you like to Chriſt your Lord; 

and how much it will gain you eſtect 
among the beſt and wiſeſt of Men; 
whereas Pride makes you hike tothe 
Devil, and makes you deſpiſed of 
God and good Mcn, and 'tis that Sin 
which 1s a certain Preſage of your 
Ruine 3 for Price goeth before Deſtru- 
* ion, and i haughty Spirit before a 
Fall ; bur n. w Humility, as one ſays, 
1s that which cenders us truly Hono- 
rable, and (Iluſtrious ; it puts a lu- 
{tre upon all our Accompliſhments, 

and a reſplendent brightnels upon all 
our other Graces ; 1t adorns our,{)u- 
ties, and covers our Detorminies ; 1t's 
like a Crown of Gold befet with 
{ſparkling Gemms, which gives a ſhew 
of Vajelty to the Royal Read that 
wears 1t ; it makes us like our Glori- 
OUS 
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O 
us Saviour, and conforms us to our 
Bleſſed Head 3 it proves us to be his 


Diſciples, who commands us to learn of = IT, 


him to be meek and lowly in Heart. 
2dl;. The Conſideration of the 
Frailty of our Lives ſhould teach us 
not to defer our Repentance 3; we 
ſhould neglect it no longer, for the 
time of our departure is at hand, and 
when this frail Lite 1s ended, our 
Work is done 3 fer there is no work, 


nor device, nor knowledge, nor wiſdom xcc.g.19 


in the Grave, whither we are all go- 
ing. Perhaps you are thinking, we 
will Repent when we are Old, or ma- 
ny Years hence 3 conkader, late Re- 
pentance 1s ſeldom fate. Some of you, 
it may be, have ſet a ſhorter time, 
and fay we will to Morrow : O Sirs! 
How doyou know but that this Night 
your Breath may be {topt, and your 
Souls required ? It you Repent not 
ſpeedily, probably you may never 
Repent. I have Read a ſad Story of 
a Gentleman, who on his Death-bed 
fancied he ſaw Spirits come to drag 
him 


\ 


ZO 


Thg Frailty and Oncertainty 


him into Hell, who after bitter cry- 
ing and ſhricking died : crying our, 
with a loud Voice, (7ve zre reſpite tiil 
to Morrow! But why do 1 tell you of 
him 2 How many have we heard up- 
on their Death Beds, crying out of 
their miſ-ſpent time, ſaying 3 O Fools 
that we were, that have lived ſo nany 
Years, and have done nothing for our 
poor Souls, that have enjozed ſo many 
Sabbaths, and heard ſo many Sermons, 
and have had ſo many wholſome Inſtru- 
FHions given #5, and many Prayers pit 
ap for us, and many Offers of Grace 
and Mercy ; and yet Wretches that we 
are, have ſliehted all, and loved our Sins 
to the ruine of our Souls  O call back 
time | () Lord, let us live a little longer, 
that we may Repent : O how ſhall we be 
able to endure the Eternal Flames of thy 
Vengeance > Theſe, and ſuch like, 
are uſually the Complaints of 'many 
poor Creatures, when they come to {| 
Die, but to no purpoſe 3 ume 1s paſt, 
theday of Grace 1s done, and they are 
undone for eyer. O theretore, [ be- 
<fcech 
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ſcech you, reſolve now upon aRefor- 
mation 3 don't delay time; don't 
venture tote down this Night in your 
Sins, left in the Morning you awake 
in Hell. You Foohſh Ones that are 
galloping to Hell, ſtop a little, and 
hear me; think what a fad Condition 
you will be 1n, it you don't Repent, 
betore you Die 5 without Repent- 
ance, know, that you cannot be ſa- 
ved : Doyoultill lay 't1s time enough? 
O deceive not your fclves, this Night, 
tor ought you know, God way fay, 
you muſt give an account of your 
Steward{lips, for you muſt be no 
longer Stewards. You will Repent, 
hereafier, you {ay, and fo you have 
ſaid, perhaps, tor many Years, and yer 
the inc 1s not come 3 lo it 1s to be 
fear'd you'll put it off, nll at length 
your Sun will be ſ{ct, and then you 
are undone; O how many have 
reckon'd, as you do, that are now 1n 
Hell, promiſcd] Retormation, and 1n- 
tended it; bur Death came before 
this was done, and now they are ir1- 
ſerab!e, 
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ſerable. And yet you go on 1n the 
ſame Road, and will not be perſwa- 
dedto an immediate Repentance. O 
that the Almighty would ſtop you 
before you fall into Hell. 'O that 
Mercy might take hold of you, be- | 
tore you are miſerable. O that I © 
could prevail upon you to become 
more ſenſible of the danger that does 
attend you every moment, while you 
are 1n your Sins. O that you would 
paſs me a Promiſe now, that by the 
help of God, you would not live in 
your Sins a day, an hour, yea not a 
moment longer. Sis, I megn you 
no harm, all that I deſire, is, that you 
might be ſaved, that ſo your precious 
Souls might not befael for the flames 
ef God's Vengeance. Don't look up- 
On me as your Enemy, becaule I tel] 
you the Truth ; I tell you no more 
than what God's Word tells you, that 
it you Dicin your Sins you muſt be 
damnd. AndO what pity is it, that 


{o many precious Souls as are here at 
this time, 


ſhould be made Brandsof | 
+ Hell 
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Heil. O my God | Jet thy word con- 


viace hem, .: be thou pleaſed to a- 


wakeiy theſe poor Creatures, out 0i 
their ſecurity 3 Lord, Jet thele geat! 
Sonls live, quicken them with thy 
Graces Lord, they are not 1cnhible 
oithetr nnicry , by naturez they wall 
no: be'per{waded toleave thetr plea- 
lures, their profits, their honours, 
tor Heaven,and Glory,and Cliuit,and 
Grace, and, thy Bleſled felt 3 and tho 
thcy are. at the brink,,of Hull, yer, 
Lord, they will not leave: their fins 
Death 4s ready to ſeize them, Hell 
ſtands open to recaive em; the Sword 
of thy-. vengeance hangs over them , 
and allthis whule they are ſecure: the 
Drunkards, and- the Swearers, and 
the Sabbath-breakers, the Lyers, the 
deſpiſers of the People, the Proud , 
and all the other ranks,of Ghners, arc 
not. 1: the: lgatt concetnd; nor pet- 
ſvaded ta Repentance :-they live as 
if there wasinq Hell, no ejteynal Tor- 
ments, theyigo on wrhous, remorſe : 
O Lord, for Chriſt's ſake, turn and 
D convert 
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convert them, that their Souls may 
Ive, that when thou ſhalt command 
them hence, they may depart with 
jov. And to this end do thou enable 
them to die daily to Sin, and to live 
unto Hojineſs,that they may hereafter 
dwell with thee in Glory. 
2ly. f This conſideration of the frail- 
ty of our lives, ſhould teach us to 
mind our Souls in the firſt place, to 
provide tor them betore we concern 
our ſelves with any thing elfe, feek 
Heaven firſt. O get a heavenly trea- 
ſure before you m1nd anearthly one! 
get Grace before Gold, and if you 
will do thus; vou need not fear 
wanting any thimg of this world,that 
is needtull for you : God promiſes 
that ail thee tlungs he will give you, 


But this advice 1s ( tis to be fear'd): 
taken hittle notice of by many mn 


the world ; what is the uſual provi- 
ton Parents make for their Children? 
Is 1t not the "things of this world ? 
per rhaps they'll an{wer, why, we cant 
eve *em Grace, that 5 the gift of 
God. 
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God. *Tis true, but can't you pray 
| ſor them ? can't you ſet them <exam- 
| ples of Piety, and inſtruct them 1n 
| the things of God, aiid bring then 
vp in the fear of the Lord ? This is 
your Duty : and by the- bieſiing of 
Gvd, it niight have prov'd eff-ual to 
their Salvation: but alas ! if we can 
but provide well for thetr Bodies, 'tis 
no great matter now a days, what be- 
| comes of their poor Souls 3 and when 
| perſons come ro years of difcretion, 
| which way are they uſually inclin d>1s 
it not to the World ? and inſtead 
of irtquiring how they may get Grace; 
[and become Holy, and provide for 
Fternity, they are inquiring, as thoſe, 
who will ſhew us any good ? who 
will dire& us how we may havethe 
things of this world, and help us 
to becomie Rich; and great here : O 
Sirs, tis a ſign by this, that you 
think not of the frailty of your lives, 
that you are dying Creatures, you 
think not how ſoon you may be it 
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Hell:* O be perfwaded to do this ' 
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work fr{t, for fear it never, be done, 
1CN YOU Will {IT cternally wy 
done : remember that you are to be} 
tec bur a ſhort tine 3 O-theretorc 
be Wo; Kg, white the day laits, Icſt 
LC night of Death overtake you," + 
and, then you will be paſt Working, 
aſt Repeniing, paſt Mercy. Take 
> inplc by the worldling, dow't you 
ſc what pains he takes to fill his Cof-! | 


jc:s, to encreaſe hisTrade, to advance! 
his worldly intereſt,he mattersnot the! 
b eaking of his reſt, and neglcQing his, 
tood,nor oftyring his body, ſo hecan, 
b11t gctthe t th BOYS oft this \V orid... "And| 
ſhail we be idle, and caclels, and 
meghgent ? whereas if we do our 
Fe eg ve ought, we ſhall obtain, far 
Tzreater Richics, even NCAFONY Trea- 
fUrES. That which the worldling la- 
50urs for is bur. vanity: but that 
whic; 1 the godly labour tor 1s cter- 
nal glory Y,, __ they ſhall have it fl 
they pericycre tg the end. Let too,! 
the reſt of. the ungodly quicken you, | 
0%; EVE Wiat haft they make co Hell, 
as 


'y 
<2 1U 1/7 % p 


of the Life of Ma 111, 


as if they feard they ſhould be be- 
lated - and ſhall we Joyter in our 
way, and neglect to be ___ O 
{tir up your {elves, and be more 2- 
ave in pravinz, and hearing, and 
receiving the Sacrament, in holy con- 
ference ail the hke 3 mend your 


' pace, your time 18 but ſhort, 74 


your work is great that you ve 
to 'do, and _ you art ſpe-dy, 
youl never reach your jrarnie's ent: , 
ſet ont Ro Gs Heaven, 11 12 
morning of your lite; tor vou will 
mect with a wo at many hiadrances 


by the'way, and certanly you will 
| 


fall (hort,1t your tm? be gone be- 


fore your work be done: and tho! 
YOu do not think that this 1s the betk 
countel now: ' yet when you come 
to d12, you will wiſh that you ht4 
taken it, When you find that yo't 
muſt leave the world, then you witli 
with.O: that we had -minided Heavery 
and owr Sonls, when we had time! 


. And tho? I do- nor deny bit that von 
may find mercy 1n the hovr of D-i.h, 
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yet let me tell you, you rnn a great 


hazzard;yau have one inſtance ofthis, 


the Thiet on the Crofs, but where | 


have you another ? As oneſays,there 
was ane, that none might diſpair, and 
but one, that none might preſume : 
let not this then be your. Rule, for 


the neglect of your ſpeedy ſecking. 


after Heaven : for what reaſon have 
you to 1magine, that when you aave 
ſpent all your time in fin, that God 
ſhould look upon you 1n your laſt 
mometits * when you can fin no lon- 
ger, then you'l pepent, or when you 


are not able to mind the world,then : 
Q let not} 


you'l mind your Souls. 
this be your practice , but brſt pro- 
vide for your eternal happineſs, al- 
ſure to your ſelyes an inheritance in 
Heaven, venture not to liye any lon- 
ger without this aſſurance, leſt you 
are ſnatched away ſuddainly, = 
then your Souls are undone ta Eter- 


mty,Be not ſo fond of the world,as to | 


loſe yourSoulsfor it, but give af/ polſi ble 


diligence 1 to make your calling &\ eleion, 


fare: 
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fure : that fo an entrance may be mi- 
niſtred unto you abundantly, into 
the everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord 
4 | and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 

3dly. The laſt zſe may be a »/e of 
comfort to the Godly. Is the Life of 


p Man thus Frail ? Then this may be 
' | Mmatterof great Conſolation tothe peo- 
« | ple of God under afflictions, of what 


4 kind ornature foever they be. Itmay 
+| be you are poor and 1n a mean, low, 
\. | dcfpiſed condition, conſider, 'tis but 
a litle while, and you ſha}l be made 
rich, and honourable, and great. Now 
+, It may be you want the neceſlaries of 
| this Lite, Food and Raiment, and 
other outward Comforts, and ean 
hind no relict. Let not thisdiſcourage 
your Souls, for yet a lntle while and 
you (hall haveno need of thele things, gey.7. 16 
] you ſhall be where you ſhall hunger 
no more, nor thirſt any more , net- 
ther ſuffer any more cold, or naked- 
| neſs. It may be your bodies are 
lubje& to ſharpand ſeverediſtempers, 
luch as the Stone, or Gout, and arg 
Dag ſeldom 
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ſeldom at eaſez yet notwitiftanding 
Lc not calt down, for theſe your m1- 
fexics cannot Jaſt long, becauſe yuur 
lives arc but ſhort; tho' your pains 
arc laſting, yet they are not-ever]ait- 
11%, And when you come to Hea- 
ven, vou will be pertectly treed 
from all pain and miſery, from all 
12firmitics and difeales. The Apoſijc 
calls our afficions hight, thats com- 
aratively, in reſpect of the 'werght 
> Gloriz and by reaſon of that 
inpport God afiords his people un- 
Ger afiiictions 3 and that theſe laſt but 
2 moment, that 1s in compariſon of 
Ftcrnity : and withall give us this fur- 
ther comfort, that theſe hight and mo- 
mentary aftictions work forusa far 
more exceeding, and eternal weight 
of Glory : every word hath weight, 
K xy meplonluy cis #n6&2alw\,which Empha- 
tical Greciſm, becauſe other tongues 
cannot word 'by word exprels. to the 
fall, they are forced to uſe words and 
vhraſes which excel all compariſon, 
5 .mire ſupra modum, Fral, ſupra mo- 
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dum in ſublimitate, Vulg. Lat. excel- 
lenter excellens, Beza. O how far 
doth your condition exceed the 
condition of the Wicked, although 
they have what their hearts can 
with of the things of this world ! 
yet thele things will ſtand them 1n 
little ſtead in a dying hour, tken 
(if their Conſciences come to be 
convinced of fin ) what would they 
give to be in your condition, ;how 
jirecly would they part with allthar 
Gold for Grace, and give all tor 
a ſaving Intereſt in Jeſus Chriſt 2 
but alas ! that will not purchaſe it, 
and ſo the poor Creatures are eter- 
nally undone; their comfort was 
bur ior a moment, and their miſery 
is to Fternity 3 where as your miſe- 
ry 1s but for a moment, and then 
you will becternally happy:I ken you 
all ſigh no more, neither ſorrow 
zny more, for all Tearsand Sorrows 

ſhall then be wiped away: then you 
11] be out of the reach of all your 


Ene- 


Rev. 2144: 


The Frailty and Uncertainty 


Enemies. There the Widow and 
the Fatherleſs {hall be no more op- 
preſled , nor the poor deſpiſed : 
there the needy ſuffer no want, nor 
the diſeaſed feel any pain, but all 
are perfectly Happy and Blefled. 
Therefore lift up your heads with 
rejoycing 3 becauſe your redempti- 
on draws nigh : 'twill not be long 
ere theſe carthly Tabernacles of 
yours be diflolved, and then all 
your ſorrows and affitions wiil be 
ended. What Traveller that hath 
palled many dangerous ways, is 
not glad when he draws near to 
his own home ? and ſhall not 
we much more rejoyce, ( that 
are but ſtrangers, and Pilgrims herc) 
that we are come ſo near to«that c- 
ternal reſt, which 1s prepared for us, 
and for all thoſe that are in Chriſt - 
O what would the damned in Hell, 
g3vc to be 1n your caſe ? it would 
greatly leſſen their miſery, if they 
were but ſure that their torments 
{hould 
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ſhould come to an end 3 but that 
which is the miſery of muſferies, 15 
this, that their torments are Eternal. 
And as your ſufferings are nothing in 
Compariſon of theirs; fo likewiſe 
may you be of good cheer under the 
ſevercſt of them, knowing that in a 
little time they (hall have an end. [ 
know that the beſt of God's Children 
are ſometimes prone to deſpiſe the 
chaſtnings of the Lord.and to faint nn- 
der his Rebukes, and are apt under 
Afﬀiictions to think hardly of God ; 
but this 15 their Sin and frailty:where- 
as if we did conſider the Relation 
God ſuſtains when he afflicts us, we 
ſhould think otherwiſe ; he aftlicts us 
in the quality of a Father; our Earth- V1d.D-. ; 


; . n his Se 
ly Parents indeed many times err in yn, js th 


gving Correction, but in God there j«ppiemens 
1s a perfect Union of Wiſdom, and CO 
Love, of Diſcretion and Tendernels 5 uſ. © 
his Attechon 1s without the leaſt Im: 
perfection; his Will is always guided 
by infinite Wiſdom 3 if his Children 


ot- 
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offend ,.. he will Chaſtiſ®e them 
Sam. 9. With the Rod of Men, that is, mn- 


derately ;. for as 1n Scripture things 
are magnified by the Epithet, Divine, 
or of God, ſo they are leiJened by the 
Epithet, Humane : accordingly the 


cor. 10, Apoſtle declares to the Corinthians, 
J That no temptation hath befallea then , 


but what was common to Mun ; but 
God is faithful, who will not ſuffer you 
to be tempted above what you are able, 
but will with the Temptation alſo make a 
way to eſcape, that ye way be able to 
bear it. Asa prudent Phyſician con- 
ſults the ſtrength of the Patient, as 
well as the quality of his Diſeafe, and: 
proportions his Micaicine 5 fo all the 
bitter ingredients, their mixture and 
meaſure, are diſpenſed by the wiſe 
Preſcription oft. God, according to 
the degrees of ſtrength that are 1n his 
People. Now this being fo, it is 
that' which ſhould quiet us under At- 
flictions, remembring that God as a 
Father, and not.as an Enemy corrects 

us, 
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112, and that, he will ( whale we ſuf- 
ter ) enable us to bear our ſuffer. 
INgs, and 1n a little time will wholly 
deliver us from them, by taking us 
to him(Ulf;. and then we may bid all 
our Affiictions and Troubles an ever- 

laſting farewel. 
2dly. The Conſideration of the 
fraitty of our Lives affords matter of 
Comfort to the People of.. God, in 
that Death: will free them: from ſin- 
ning againſt, God, and put:thern out 
of tear of. the Temptations of Satan, 
and of being-overcome by-the W orld, 
and their own prevailing. Corrupti- 
ons 3 and certainly nothing, can be 
more welcome to a gracious Soul 
than this; for what is it that-makes a 
true Child of God go mourning all 
the day long ? What 1s it that makes 
their Hearts heavy, and thetr Couu- 
tenances fad but Sin, and the Temp- 
tations that do attend them, to draw 
them from God ? So that:they cannot 
Pray,nor hear, nor perform any Duty 
| without 
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without Sin, nor without being 4” 
{turbea, and moleſted by that orand 
Enemy of our Souls, the Devil ; this 
is that that makes them cry out with 
the Apoſtle, Who ſhall deliver me ? O 
fays the Soul, What a trouble 1s it 
to me, to {ce that I can't ſerve God 
as I would, and do defire to ſerve 
him / thit I am thus ſubje& to offend 
him whom my Soul loveth, and in 
whom I delight? O what would I 
prve that I were free from theſe great 
Enemies of my Soul, the World, Sin, 
and Satan, that ſeek my Deſtruchon? 
And tho' by the Alliſtance of Divine 
Grace, Iain enabled ſo to reliſt them; 
as that-they make not a Prey of my: 
Soul; yet notwithſtanding they great- 
Iv impede, and hinder me 1n my way, 
and grievoully diſturb and diftra&t 
me im my Duty, and-drag me into 
Sin : Well, O Soul, be riot ciſt down; 

tis but a little while, and thou hate 
have what: 'thou longeſt for, there 
may be but. a ſtep between thee and 
Haven 5 
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Heaven; thou art here this Year, 


thou mayſt be in Heaver before the 
next 3 here this Day, and in Glory 
the next. 35 nay, tho” thou art here 
this hour, perhaps you may be in 
Heaven the next; and then thon 
ſhalr ſin ho more, not be tempted 
iny more, neither complain of thy 
prevailing Corruptions; thou ſhalt 
be freed from all the Enemics of thy 
Soul, and nothing ſhall hinder thee 
from continual loving, and praiſing 
God, and that for ever, without 
any diſtraction or diſturbance ; 

therefore when thou bcginneſt to 
be overcome with grief and ſorrow, 
becauſe of Sin, and the prevalency 
of thy own Corruptions, together, 
with the Temptarions of Satan, and 
the Deceitfulneſs of thy own Keart ; 
reaſon 'the Caſe with thy Soul, and 
fay, Why art thou caſt down, O my 
Soul > And whv art thou perplex d 
beyond meaſurc? Thon art indeed 
 furrounded with Enemics, and art 
guty 
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gwmlty of many ſins, and back-fl- 
dings from God, yet the time of 
thy Deliverance draws near 3 and 
therefore be not diſcouraged, when 
the Thread of this frail Life 1s cut 5; 
why then; thou ſhalt go to: thy God, 
with whom, thou ſbalt be blied for 
ever, and thalt.be wholly treed from 
all theſe thy. Enemies, and ſhalt joig 
with Angels and -Saints, in ſinging 
everlaſting praiſes to: the, molt high. 
And here do not miſtake me, I will 
hot have you think, that, am per; 
ſwading the Godly not to mourn at 
all for 1in, and their,offences again 
God ; lor certainly. a true, Child of 


God can't refrain trom mourning for | 


ts fins3 nay, this is a fign of a truly 
gracious Soul, all that. T aimt is tg 
comfort them in this Condition, that 
ſo they. may not fall under this their 
Soul-Trouble, bur be ſtill going tor- 


ward, knowing that in God's appoin | 


ted time, they ſhall be delivered 


__ a Ss aA oc to ot ao dlkeawn adinLGas DVÞQw+ . a 


{rom lin, and from all the Tempta- P 


tions 
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tions of the Devil. And as that 
Diſcourſe is certainly comfortable ro 
Perfons in great pam1;,'-that gives 
them an account of a Medicine that 

may eaſily be had; which will give 
wil mmediate eaſe and rehef; fo 
' certainly it muft needs be a comfort 
to a Child of God,- 'to hear that it 
hall be delivered from that which 


| cauſes its greateſt trouble, and for- 


+ | row, and that it ſhall be ſpeedily too, 


| 


makes the comfort the oreater 2 tis a 


+ | comfort to! be a{lured that ſuch a 


\ 
1 
' 
] 
f 


i 


time will: come 3 but to know, and 
be aſſured that it will: come quickly 
15a greater conſolation 5 to be aſſu- 


' | red that 'Wwe'ſtand 1n a continual poſ- 


ibilty, i to'-be' advanced to eternal 


Happineh. O' what Raptures of Joy 
mi 


the Holy Soul needs be in, that 
{ertouſly conſiders this ? "They enjoy, 
indeed, a great deal of comfort, in 
enjoying Cofnmunion with God, 
, here 1 it his Ordinaricesz - and in that 
I they 
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from my Sins, and 'Femptataons | þ 
and Imperfe&ions; and;having done 

my Work, I long to receive that | i 
glorious Reward that is laid up | tl 
for them that fear thee, and tralt | n 
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they are fatished, that tho! they fin m of 
Duty, yet their Hearts being upright, «< 
their performances are accepted in |th 
Chriſt : but '(bll the Soul is under te 
trouble and grief for Sin, and i | tc 
finds no full atisfattion in this Life ; | i 
but now the good Tidings of a Re.) d: 
leaſe; O how 'welcome muſt this | þ 


needs be 2? Surely, the truly gracious | | Q 


Soul bath great cauſe to bles God | ( 
thar this 4s not its abiding place, and [ 
that its Life 1s thus frail: tobe ſure a 
It is often ſaying with the Apoltle, jj 
I deſire to depart , and to be with hi 
Chriſt, which is far better $ Yea, beſt» 
of all, I-am 4n pain to be delivered \P 


in thee. A 
324ly. And Laſtly, This Conſidera- | 3 
tion of he 4railty and UQCETtalluF ; © 
of - 


of the Life of Man. 


m of our Lives, affords matter of 
n, comfort to the People of God, in 
N | that they are ſhortly to be ſepara- 
er ted from the wicked and ungodly; 
It /to be taken from thoſe that vex 
'3 | their Righteons Souls from day to 
by ' day, by their blaſpbeming of the 
is | Holy Name of God, and belching 
x | out Oaths to his Diſhonour ; 3 by 
d | their Curling, and Lying, and 
d Drunkenneſs, and Prophanenefs, 
© and Debauchery 3 by ther break- 
ing God's Sabbaths, and polluting 
bis Ordinances by their hatinz; 
"and deſpifing, and perſecuting his 
' People : For ſuch 1s the implaca- 
bleneſ of their Spifits, that they 
| would not ſuffer (.it it were pol- 
(| ſible ) a Holy Perfon to live upon 
| | the Earth; ſo that they are a conti- 
| | nyal Trouble to: a Child of God : 
And it muſt needs be grievous to 
| 3 Holy Sonl, to live in the midit 
'. bf fuch wicked Creatures, to be- 
; E123 hold 
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hol their abominable impictianſ 
and to hear their dreadful execryk 
le Oaths, and to ſee their enmin\: 
againſt God, and Goodneſs, an{M 
thr ftrivings to: overthrow Chy/al 
{tianity, and ther bitterneſs againſ )! 
the Smnts:: This- makes them wed v 
ry of living here; as'Lot was dÞ 
Sodom, becauſe of ther filth F 
and wicked Converſations ; but # 
let not fach be over much gtieved, l 
becauſe of this; ' for 'it 1s but | 
Iittle while, andiyou ſhall be deli } 
vered :you know notbut that in't © 
few moments more you'may beif 
Heaven, and then! you ſhall het 
no more Oaths , nor Curſes, nd 
be troubled with the company « © 
the Wicked; you ſhall weep nt t 
more becauſe of their Wickenek ! 
nor ſuffer any more by * thelt\ 
Hands; for you-will then be abow! 
them, ſafe,'and ſecure; and the ( 
time will come, when you hal! 


ſec © 
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ctiegks, theſe wretched Creatyres (un- 
ecrs ſs they timely repent ) atthe left 
min hand, of Chriſt; then they will 
an{mourn, when ,you ſhall rcjoice; 
?hriand they that were the Authors of 
2inf four Troubles , and. - Sorrows, 
wet when you were upon Earth, hall 
15 be tormented. for ever in Hell : 
1th Hear, me then, ye Righteous Ones, 
by and Rejoice, in that you ſhall 
ved ſhortly have ſuch a graciqus Re- 
at eaſe, and maks, uſe of this when 
Je Jou are reqdy to be overwhelm- 
ni ed with Sorrow, becaule of the 
eff frying Sins and Oppreſſions of 
thoſe that you, dwell in the mid(t 
ng of, and fay,.. Well C bleſſed be 
a God ) we (hall ,not be always 10 
mt this Conditign:z nay , We ſhall 
ef lufter but a little while, and then 
ej We ſhall have, a, perfe& Freedom. 
we Contider too,..that theſe wretched 
he Creatures muſt give an, ; account 
al to the great (ol of all their un- 
& © EL 3-7 0 
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godly Deeds, which they haw 
ungodly committed, and of al 
their hard Speeches which the 
have ſpoken againſt you 3 'yor 
are now accounted” the worlt 
man-kind, and are ſhunn'd as i 
you were infetious Perſons,” art \ 
are reproached, and hated, an 
deſpiſed 3 but the day, and t 
time is cothing, when God wil 
right your Canſe before all th 
World; and they ſhall be aſhame 
of their Actions; tho' 'now thei 
boaſt in their Wickedneſfs, he ſhall 
then acquit you from all the Imp 
tations of | guilt, that are now cal 
upon you, and pronounce yo 
to be Heirs of Glory': And the 
your Enemies ſhall be. turned int 
Hell ; now you are hated of y 

Neighbours, Acquamtance, an 
Friends, and all becaufe you fez 
God. You can't live at quie 
nor Eat your own bread in pa. 
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hay becauſe of the wicked that trou- 
f af] ble you 7: Yeu: are become a Re- py... 
# proach to alt that are about you, 
iy You have none to take. your part, 
[t { nor to plead your Cauſe, all ſtand 
asi{ at a diſtance from you': Theſe 
"arf * things, indeed, are grievous, 'and 
an} muſt of neceſlity be a: trouble 
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to the People: of God; nay, 


wil ſometimes, by reaſon of the hard 
th: uſage: they have from the World:; 
ne] they may. be near ſinking,; even 
he into Deſpair but: when you come 
hal] to conſider that you axe! near to 
pu be deliver; certainly, | this will 
cal revive youz i this being that which 
'0) You deſire, and long tor ,- and 
i pray for3. therefore, take that | 
mm Counſel: Reſt in the Lord, and rags 
fil wait patiently for hinr, fret not thy 
: ſelf becauſe of him who proſpereth in 
ml his way, berauſe of the Man who 
& bringeth wicked Devices to paſs; 
x.. ſubmit your ſelves quietly to hiy 


4 
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Will ;- without muxmurng ,--:or 


vid. Clark repining 3710 for - notwithRanding 


'n1oc. 


a!l their Malice, thoſe' that 'wait 


upon. the Lord: fhall inherit the- 


Earth, ie. they fhall- enjoy ſuch 
a Portion of-.theſe outward things, 


as God. ſees good itor ther, nat-: 


withſtanding. the rage: of, their- | 


Enemies; {and their: attempts to- | 
the contrary. ''They can't £0 one. 
{tep.; farther | than God permits: 
them,: nor! ak, any. thing more: 


than:-awhat che vgives them leave 
to do. ''The Devil.himflf, you 


| 


7 * 


ſee, : that: is the-Captaih'of theſe! |' 


wicked ones, could; not. do airy: | 


Jo" 1-12 .thing to Job, 111] God gave him | 


leave. - Therefore let! theſe things 


be your:comfort whilſt. you: are; 


here amony the: wicked;: and are 
thus. perplexed by them: Con- 
tidering - likewiſe, that 4t 1s not 
long you have to abide.here, per- 
haps a few Months, or .a_ few 


Weeks, 


& 
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Weeks, 'or a few Days ; nay, - it 
may - be but a few Hours, or Mo- 
ments, and then you will be where 
you .-know there is no Enemy .to. 
maleſt ,or, trouble: you, no. bad, 
Company.- to diſquiet you, hut 
you wall be of.,the. Society..of 
Angels and Souls of Prophets and. 
Apoſtles, of Patriarchs and Mar- 
tyrs 3. and of all your. Godly Re- 


| lations; © and Friends, in whom 


you-:dglighted- -when, they were. 
on Earth :- and thag, were fellow- 
ſufferers, with you,..till it pleaſed 
God to releaſe them,and thall joyn: 
with them in praiſing. your God,, 
and that for ever:more. — 

-Having.now ſpoken what -I any 
tended-,0n this, Subject, I come; 
to--Conclude.' '- You have: now 


. heard what a fading periſhing thing: 


the life of Man 1s, that it is ſubject}. 
to be: taken from-us every moment, 


and. thatiwe are not certain how 
| ſoon 
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ſoon we may depart hence 3 
and you, have been perſwaded 
(with all the earneſtne6 F could 
oſe_) to a ſpeedy Repentance of 
your fins, and to turn-to God, 
and that now, leſt it never be 
done. Now, Sirs, what do you 
reſolve upon ? what anſiver muſt 
F 'return to him that fent me ? 
Muſt I go and tell him, Lord, [ 
have been -wooing , entreat- | 
ing, and beſeechmg poor finners, 
in thy name to Repent, and to 

k after Salvation , and that 
ſpeedily ; becauſe of the frailty 
of their lives, and the danger 
that 1s in delayed Prayers : Tet 
ling 'em, that they may be in 
Hell before that time comes that 
they have ſet to ſeek unto Fhee, 
but they will not hearken 3 they ; 
tyrn adeaf Far tothy Word ; they 
ſay they are not at leiſure,to | mind 
thefe thirigs yet. Nay ſome are 
#432 re- 
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reſolved to get the world, and 
to live in (in, though they lote 
their Souls ; they will not 'be per- 
ſwided though they are upon the 
borders of Eternity, though _ 
are juſt dropping into Hell. | 
fay,” will you ſend me away a 
ſuch a meſlage as this to my God ? 
Or muſt I go and tell him, Lord, 
| bave this day declar'd thy truth 
unto poor (inners, ard have pref: 
ſed them to become thine : "Ma- 
ny that were running headlong to 
Hell I have called unto to turn 
and eſcape thy Vengeance, which 
hangs over their heas; and not 
to negle& ſeeking after Life any 
longer, becauſe they are dying 
Creatures. And now, ' Father, 

come to /ſhew thee what —_ 
tance thy Word hath - found a- 
mongſt' them. They are willing 
to have their ſins, rather than loſe 
their Souls 5 they are 'willfig to 
rurn 
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turn, rather than burn for ever 
m the flames of thy Vengeance; 
They. ,are crying out for mercy 
in Chriſt, and inquiring what 
they ſhall, do to be laved. They 
defire to be pray'd for that they 
may not periſh 3 they long to be 
at ypeace -with thee, they are not 
willing to lie down one night 
more 1n their (ins, they long and 
earneſtly deſire to be reconcil'd 
unto . thee, they are lamenting 
their. former  provocations , ar 
oainſt .thee, and beſeech thee to 
look upon them. in Chriſt, and 
tor hiz ſake to pardon cheir (ns, 
and admit them jnto Covenant 
with thy.ſelf. They. promiſe obe- 
dience unto thee as long as they 
live, and: will here engage ( by 
the afliftance of Divine Grace _) 


to offend , thee wiliully, and wil- 


lingly, no more.O that Innght carry 
ſych a-metlage as this from you to 
my 
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my Maſter ! O how ſoon would 
you find him ready to embrace 
vou m the Arms of his Mercy, 
and to pardon your fins. O that 
vou were but as willing to be re- 
concil'd to God, as God is to be 
reconcil'd to you, how ſoon would 
the match be made between him 
and your Souls ? O for Chriſt's 
ſake let me prevail upon you to 
become his, put him off no longer, 
make no more excules 3 but now, 
now give up your ſelves unto 
him! O hve the reſt of your 
time 1n preparing for Death - 
Look upon every day as your 
laſt day, and every hour as your 
laſt hour, and every moment as 
your laſt moment z that ſo Death 
may not ſurpriſe you when he 
coins, nor find you idle. Work 
whilſt *tis day, get your Accounts 
ready, and your Evidences clear 
for Heaven. that when you come 
when 
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to dye, you may have nothing 
elfe to. do but to dye. Fhat you 
may be able to ſpeak thole com- 
fortable wotds of theApoftle, when 
you .come to lye upon a death- 
bed, (with which I ſhall clofe. ) 
I have fought a good fight, I have 
Ky finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the 
mute 4" faith. Henceforth there is laid up 
for me a crown of rightconſxeſs, 
which the Lord the righteous judge 
ſhall give me at that day : and not 
to me only, but unto all them alſo 
that love his appearing. 


